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November 29, 2016

The strength of our organization is in our unity as 67 counties.  This strength is why I chose my theme for this 
year to be “United We Serve”.  It is my intent, and I hope you will join with me that standing ‘united’ is not simply 
a tag line but a directive that we must all act on to support FAC and strengthen the organization we depend on to 
preserve our local government authority. 

This week we will embark on some of the most important work we will do all year – establish a legislative 
platform that preserves and strengthens home rule for Florida’s 67 counties.  If you were with us in Martin County 
in September at the Policy Conference – thank you.  You have laid the ground work for many of the important 
policies we will be debating this week.

The Legislative Conference marks the culmination of months of hard work by our policy committees and FAC 
staff.  At the conclusion of this conference, we will leave with a well-defined legislative strategy and the approval 
from the general membership.  From there it is up to us to move our objectives forward and we must do it 
together.

We have developed the plan and now I hope you will join me in doing the work.  Please take time in the coming 
weeks to visit with your local Florida representatives and senators and discuss this agenda with them and 
the impact unfunded mandates and preemptions have on your community.  If each of us work with our local 
counter parts we can make the difference for your county and our state.  Together we have the knowledge and 
experience needed to protect our counties from bad policy and find innovative solutions to the challenges we 
face.

Working together we will have a great session.  Thank you for your support of the Association and home rule and 
I look forward to seeing you in Tallahassee!

Sincerely,

Kathy Bryant
FAC President, Marion County
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REGISTRATION HOURS
Tuesday, November 29		  3:00 p.m. - 6:00 p.m. 
Wednesday, November 30		  7:30 a.m. - 5:00 p.m.
Thursday, December 1		  7:30 a.m. - 11:30 a.m.

BADGES/TICKETS
All conference participants must wear name badges for admission to all sessions, meal events and social events.  Your name badge is your ticket to all 
ticketed functions.  Extra event tickets may be purchased at the conference registration desk.  You will not be admitted to any functions without your 
name badge or event ticket.  Extra event ticket prices are as follows:

Extra event ticket prices are as follows:
Wednesday, November 30		  Luncheon			  $50.00
Friday, December 2			   Closing Session Breakfast	 $50.00

ATTIRE
Business casual attire will be appropriate for day sessions and evening functions for the duration of the conference.   

GENERAL CONFERENCE  
INFORMATION

CERTIFICATION INFORMATION

County Commissioner Certification (CCC)
This year’s Legislative Conference offers Commissioners the opportunity to earn 
up to 9.5 total credit hours toward the County Commissioners Certification 
(CCC) Program. By simply registering and attending the conference events 
you will earn 2 Continuing Education credits.  Newly elected commissioners 
will receive an additional 1.5 hours of continuing education credit by attending 
the New Commissioner Orientation Luncheon on Thursday (for a total of 3.5 
of the continuing education credits).  There is not a separate registration fee 
for attending the Orientation - it is included in your Legislative Conference 
registration.

To earn the additional 6 Core credits, Commissioners will need to attend the Pre-
Conference Workshop: Ethics, Public Records and Sunshine Law, on Tuesday, 
November 29 from 1:00 pm – 6:00 pm. There is separate registration fee of 
$75 to attend this workshop. By completing this course, you will also fulfill your 
annual Ethics requirement as mandated by the Florida Legislature.

Torchbearer Program for ACC Graduates
The next step for Advanced County Commissioner graduates is to participate in 
the annual Torchbearer Program. Each ACC graduate can earn up to 40 out of 
the 100 points needed to achieve Torchbearer status for 2017 during this year’s 
Legislative Conference.  By simply registering and attending the conference 
events you will earn 15 Torchbearer points. In addition, ACC graduates can also 
receive an additional 25 points for attending the Pre-Conference Workshop: 
Ethics, Public Records and Sunshine Law on Tuesday, November 29 from 1:00 
pm – 6:00 pm.

All FACTOR Programs  
are sponsored by

New commissioners and veterans alike should plan to become a member of our elite group of Certified County Commissioners!
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Room Name Dimensions 
(length x width in feet) 

Area 
(square feet) 

Ceiling  
(feet) 

Conference 
(# of people) 

Theater 
(# of people) 

Reception 
(# of people) 
 

Schoolroom 
(# of people) 
 

Banquet 
(# of people) 

U-Shape 
(# of people) 

Exhibits 
(10 x 10) 

Exhibits 
(8 x 10) 

Empire Ballroom  102 x 180 18,360 22 — 2,080 2,080 1,200 1,524 — 81 109 
Scotland or Ireland 102 x 47 4,794 22 — 560 560 320 384 104 25 27 
Scotland or Ireland  A or C 
only  

30 x 47 1,410 22 54 160 160 88 108 44 — — 

Scotland or Ireland B 42 x 47 1,974 22 64 240 240 128 144 54 — — 
Scotland or Ireland &  
Hallway 

102 x 62  6,324 22 — 720 720 432 480 112 — — 

England 102 x 55 5,610 22 — 640 640 360 432 — 25 33 
Crown Hall 69 x 45 3,105  14 — 360 360 192 240 72 — — 
Emerald, Diamond or  
Sapphire 

23 x 45 1,035 14 44 120 120 64 72 40 — — 

Hampton Court 85 x 40 3,400 14 — — 730 — — — — — 
Westminster 30 x 40 1,200 14 36 120 120 72 96 32 — — 
Westminster and Hampton 
Court 

115 X 40 4,600 14 — — 850 — — — — — 

Hampton Court Booth  304   — — — — — — — — 
The Great Hall 190 x 87 16,530 26 — 1,900 1,900 1,152 1,392 — 88 105 
North 84 x 87 7,308 26 — 840 840 468 552 — 38 42 
Center 50 x 87  4,350 26 — 500 500 280 312 — 19 27 
East 56 x 56 2,800 26 64 320 320 160 216 52 — 15 

West 56 x 37 2,072 26 48 240 240 135 144 40 — 8 
Great Hall Assembly 89 x 10 890  — — 800 — — — — — 
Great Hall Booth 24 x 7.5 180  — — — — — — — — 
Events Center / Exhibits 168 x 137 23,016 12 — — 2,000 — 1,320 — 86 112 
Rooms A—I / GI 24 x 24  576 12 20 65 65 32 50 20 — — 
Rooms CI or DI  30 x 24 720 12 25 75 75 40 60 20 — — 

KNAVE SCRIBE 
YEOMAN 

CAPTAIN 

Room Name Dimensions 
(length x width in feet) 

Area 
(square feet) 

Ceiling  
(feet) 

Conference 
(# of people) 

Theater 
(# of people) 

Reception 
(# of people) 
 

Schoolroom 
(# of people) 
 

Banquet 
(# of people) 

U-Shape 
(# of people) 

Exhibits 
(10 x 10) 

Exhibits 
(8 x 10) 

Knights Hall 90 x 30 2,700 12 — 310 310 165 192 — — — 
Knave 23 x 30 690 12 24 80 80 40 48 20 — — 
Scribe or Yeoman 21 x 30 630 12 24 70 70 40 48 20 — — 
Captain 25 x 30 750 12 24 90 90 40 60 20 — — 

Events Center / Exhibits 168 x 137 23,016 12 — — 2,000 — 1,320 — 86 112 
Rooms A—I / GI 24 x 24  576 12 20 65 65 32 50 20 — — 
Rooms CI or DI  30 x 24 720 12 25 75 75 40 60 20 — — 
Buena Vista Palace Room 25 x 16  393 — 20 — — — — — — — 
20Seven North — 435 — — — — — 24 — — — 
20Seven East — 1,459 — — — 60 — 60 — — — 
20Seven South — 1,854 — — — 125 — 118 — — — 
20Seven West — 946 — — — 125 — 84 — — — 
20Seven Northwest — 1,518 — — — 100 — — — — — 
20Seven Wine Cellar — 294 — — — — — 12 — — — 

Senate & Gallery 43 x 23 989 12 40 110 110 56 72 36 — — 
Senate 23 x 23 529 12 20 60 60 32 36 18 — — 
Gallery or Council 20 x 23 460 12 20 50 50 32 36 16 — — 
Cloister  52 x 40 2,080 12 64 240 240 112 168 52 — — 
Cloister North 40 x 27 1,080 12 38 120 120 56 72 32 — — 
Cloister South 40 x 25 1,000 12 38 120 120 56 72 32 — — 
Coventry Rooms — 3,544 — — — — — — — — — 
Buena Vista Palace Room 25 x 16  393 — 20 — — — — — — — 
Devon 28 x 14 392 8 12 25 15 16 24 10 — — 
Chelsea or Coventry Room 30 x 12 360 8 20 35 20 20 24 17 — — 
Sussex 26 x 18 468 8 22 50 50 38 48 19 — — 
Cambridge or Oxford 36 x 18 648 8 38 54 80 48 72 36 — — 
Windsor 26 x 18 468 8 22 50 50 38 48 19 — — 

HILTON ORLANDO 
BUENA VISTA PALACE 

LOBBY LEVEL

CONVENTION LEVEL
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ADVANCING FAC'S  
LEGISLATIVE AGENDA

Health & Human Services: focuses on issues related to social services, 
health care, behavioral health, elder care, child welfare, emergency medical 
services and workforce development. 

Finance, Tax & Administration: explores a wide array of issues affecting 
county funding, including fiscal management, home rule, county structure 
and management, economic development, tax structure and appropriations. 

Public Safety: concentrates on general public safety, the judicial system, 
juvenile detention, impacts to county jails and emergency management.   

Growth Management, Agriculture & Environment: develops policy relating 
to land use planning, environmental resources, property rights, community 
development, transportation, affordable housing, agriculture, and energy. 

Federal: develops a focused advocacy agenda and informational priorities 
for federal issues affecting counties, including legislative, judicial and 
executive actions.  

Urban Caucus: provides a forum for counties with populations of 750,000 
or more, as well as those with a budget of $1 billion or higher, to 
exchange ideas on issues of mutual interest to urban county officials. 

Rural Caucus: provides a forum where smaller counties can identify 
priorities, strategize and share solutions on issues of rural significance. 

In addition to standing committees, the FAC Board of Directors and/or 
its Executive Committee may approve additional workgroups or select 
committees to address key issues of pressing concern to counties. 

The core mission of the Florida Association of Counties (FAC) is to help counties effectively serve and represent Floridians by strengthening and 
preserving county home rule through advocacy, education and collaboration.  FAC provides county officials with an array of legislative activities to carry 
out this mission. 

FAC'S LEGISLATIVE PROCESS 
The Florida Association of Counties is called upon to represent counties year-round before the state Legislature, the Governor and Cabinet, and various 
state agencies and commissions. FAC’s guiding principles seek to promote county home rule authority, to provide a voice for the development and 
implementation of state-wide policies, and to protect local citizenry and businesses from the financial burden of unfunded mandates. 

Determining the consensus position of Florida counties is paramount to FAC’s annual policy development effort. The process is designed to prioritize 
issues critical to counties in a diverse state through five standing legislative policy committees and two caucuses representing urban and rural 
communities.  County commissioners are appointed by the FAC President to guide each committee’s work. Service on a policy committee is voluntary 
and open to all county commissioners. 

The standing committees are individually tasked to develop and recommend an annual statewide legislative platform for counties based on each 
of the policy areas under their jurisdiction. Committees operate on a consensus basis, working toward legislative positions that represent broad 
support among counties. Although county staff may serve as technical support, only commissioners may vote. Policy committees generally meet 
twice a year—a meeting in the fall and a wrap-up meeting at the Legislative Conference in November. During the Legislative Conference, the general 
membership approves the legislative program for the ensuing legislative session.

Committees and caucuses are as follows:
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FAC 2016-17 POLICY COMMITTEE 
CHAIRS AND VICE CHAIRS
Finance, Tax & Administration		  		
•	 Chip LaMarca, Broward County, Chair

•	 Carolyn Ketchel, Okaloosa County, Chair

•	 Jack Richie, Highlands County, Vice Chair

•	 Terry Burroughs, Okeechobee County, Vice Chair

•	 Carl Zalak, Marion County, Vice Chair

•	 Scott Carnahan, Citrus County, Vice Chair	

 
Growth Management, Agriculture & Environment 
•	 Daniella Levine Cava, Miami-Dade County, Chair 

•	 Lee Constantine, Seminole County, Chair

•	 Peter O’Bryan, Indian River County, Chair

•	 John Meeks, Levy County, Vice Chair

•	 Ralph Thomas, Wakulla County, Vice Chair

•	 Stacy White, Hillsborough County, Vice Chair

•	 Jim Barfield, Brevard County, Vice Chair

Public Safety
•	 Sally Heyman, Miami-Dade County, Chair

•	 Melissa McKinlay, Palm Beach County, Chair 

•	 Charles Chestnut, Alachua County, Vice Chair

•	 Weston Pryor, Glades County, Vice Chair

•	 Rob Williamson, Santa Rosa County, Vice Chair

Health & Human Services
•	 John Hall, Polk County, Chair

•	 Lee Pinkoson, Alachua County, Chair 

•	 Brandon Arrington, Osceola County, Vice Chair

•	 Beam Furr, Broward County, Vice Chair

•	 Brenda Holt, Gadsden County, Vice Chair 	

Federal Committee
•	 Heather Carruthers, Monroe County, Chair

•	 Tod Mowery, St. Lucie County, Chair

•	 Bill Truex, Charlotte County, Vice Chair

•	 Brian Hamman, Lee County, Vice Chair

•	 Melissa McKinlay, Palm Beach County, Vice Chair

Rural Caucus
•	 James Brooks, Highlands County, Chair 

•	 Cheryl Sanders, Franklin County, Chair

•	 Weston Pryor, Glades County, Chair

•	 Larry Harvey, Putnam County, Vice Chair 

•	 Terry Burroughs, Okeechobee County, Vice Chair

Urban Caucus
•	 Matthew Schellenberg, Duval County, Chair		

•	 Mary Lou Berger, Palm Beach County, Chair 		

•	 Audrey Edmonson, Miami-Dade County, Chair

•	 Pete Clarke, Orange County, Vice Chair		

•	 Janet Long, Pinellas County, Vice Chair
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FIRST VICE PRESIDENT
Commissioner Karson Turner
Hendry County

PRESIDENT-ELECT
Commissioner Christopher G. 
Constance, M.D.
Charlotte County

FAC 2016-17  
EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE

FAC 2016-17
BOARD OF DIRECTORS

 

AT-LARGE MEMBERS
Nathan Boyles, Okaloosa County 
Gene Hall, Jefferson County 
Charles Hines, Sarasota County 
Kathryn Starkey, Pasco County 
Ralph Thomas, Wakulla County 

 
AFFILIATE REPRESENTATIVES
FACT 
Chuck Lockey, Jackson County

FCF 
VACANT

FLGIT 
VACANT

FLGFC 
Nicole Javanovski, Sarasota County

PAST PRESIDENTS
2014-15 
Commissioner Grover Robinson, Escambia County 

2012-14 
Commissioner Bryan Desloge, Leon County 

2011-12 
Commissioner Doug Smith, Martin County

2007-08 
Mayor Teresa Jacobs, Orange County

1997-98 
Commissioner John Manning, Lee County

IMMEDIATE PAST PRESIDENT
Commissioner Barbara Sharief
Broward County

SECOND VICE PRESIDENT
Nick Maddox
Leon County

PRESIDENT
Commissioner Kathy Bryant
Marion County
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FAC 2016-17  
BOARD OF DIRECTORS
DIST #

COUNTIES WITHIN DISTRICT*
CURRENT REPRESENTATIVE

1 ROB WILLIAMSON
Santa Rosa County

2 ALAN T. BUSH
Washington County

3 CHERYL SANDERS
Franklin County

4 GEORGE SPICER
Nassau County

5 JOHN MEEKS
Levy County

6 MATT SCHELLENBERG
Duval County

7 JAMES K. JOHNS
St. Johns County 

8 LEE PINKOSON
Alachua County

9 LEE CONSTANTINE
Seminole County

10 RONALD KITCHEN, JR.
Citrus County

11 PETE CLARKE
Orange County

12 CARL ZALAK
Marion County

13 VICTORIA SIPLIN
Orange County

14 JIM BARFIELD
Brevard County

DIST #
COUNTIES WITHIN DISTRICT*
CURRENT REPRESENTATIVE

15 BRANDON ARRINGTON
Osceola County

16 JANET LONG
Pinellas County

17 PETER O'BRYAN
Indian River County

18 LES MILLER
Hillsborough County

19 KEN HAGAN
Hillsborough County

20 JOHN HALL
Polk County

21 CHARLES B. SMITH
Manatee County

22 SEAN PARKS
Lake County

23 BILL TRUEX
Charlotte County

24 KEN WELCH
Pinellas County

25 TOD MOWERY
St. Lucie County

26 JIM SELPH
DeSoto County

27 CECIL PENDERGRASS
Lee County

28 VACANT

DIST #
COUNTIES WITHIN DISTRICT*
CURRENT REPRESENTATIVE

29 MARY LOU BERGER
Palm Beach County

30 MELISSA McKINLAY
Palm Beach County

31 VACANT

32 BEAM FURR
Broward County

33 CHIP LAMARCA
Broward County

34 VACANT

35 VACANT

36 SALLY HEYMAN
Miami-Dade County

37 JEAN MONESTIME
Miami-Dade County

38 AUDREY EDMONSON
Miami-Dade County

39 HEATHER CARRUTHERS
Monroe County

40 DANIELLA LEVINE CAVA
Miami-Dade County

* Based on Senate Districts
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CONFERENCE PROGRAM & 
OVERVIEW

WEDNESDAY, NOVEMBER 30
Time Event Meeting Room Sponsors

7:30 am - 9:00 am Donut Delight Continental Breakfast Great Hall Foyer

7:30 am - 5:00 pm Registration Desk Open Great Hall Desk

8:00 am - 9:00 am Executive Committee Meeting Scribe/Knave

9:00 am - 5:00 pm FACERS Meeting Great Hall East

9:00 am – 9:45 am Rural Caucus Great Hall North

10:00 am – 10:45 am Urban Caucus Great Hall North

10:00 am – 11:00 am FACM Board Meeting Scribe/Knave

11:00 am – 12:00 pm Federal Committee Great Hall North

11:00 am – 12:00 pm FCF Board Meeting Gallery

12:15 pm - 1:30 pm
Luncheon: 2016 Election Wrap-Up 
Guest Speaker: Tre’ Evers   

Great Hall Center Advanced Disposal

1:00 pm – 5:00 pm County Managers (FACM) Workshop Cloister

2:00 pm - 3:30 pm Growth Management, Agriculture & Environment Committee Great Hall North  

3:45 pm – 5:15 pm Finance Transportation & Administration Committee Great Hall North

5:00 pm – 6:00 pm FACM Mixer Press Room

5:30 pm - 6:30 pm Welcome Reception Event Lawn 

THURSDAY, DECEMBER 1
Time Event Meeting Room Sponsors

7:30 am - 9:00 am Continental Breakfast Great Hall Foyer

7:30 am - 11:30 am Registration Desk Open Great Hall Desk

8:30 am – 9:30 am FAC Board of Directors Meeting Great Hall Center

9:00 am - 5:00 pm FACERS Meeting Great Hall East

9:45 am - 11:45 am Health & Human Services Committee Great Hall North

10:00 am - 12:30 pm FACA Board of Directors Meeting Scribe/Knave

11:30 am – 12:30 pm Enterprise Committee Senate/Gallery

11:45 am – 1:15 pm Small County Coalition Meeting Great Hall Center

              Meal Functions      Conference Workshops & Sessions

              Meal Functions      Conference Workshops & Sessions
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              Meal Functions      Conference Workshops & Sessions

12:30 pm – 1:30 pm FAC/FACA CRC Meeting Emerald/Diamond

12:00 pm - 1:30 pm Lunch (On Your Own)

12:30 pm - 5:30 pm New Commissioner Orientation & Luncheon Great Hall West

1:00 pm - 5:00 pm FACA CLE Program Cloister

1:30 pm - 3:00 pm Public Safety Committee Great Hall North

6:00 pm – 9:00 pm FACERS Social Press Room

5:30 pm - 6:30 pm Legislative Executive Committee Scribe/Knave  

6:00 pm - 7:15 pm President’s Reception 20Seven Wright-Pierce

FRIDAY, DECEMBER 2
Time Event Meeting Room Sponsors

8:30 am - 10:00 am Closing Session Breakfast: Action on FAC 2017 Legislative Program
Guest Speaker: Marilyn Stephens   

Great Hall Center

9:00 am – 12:00 pm FACERS Meeting Great Hall East

              Meal Functions      Conference Workshops & Sessions

              Meal Functions      Conference Workshops & Sessions

              Meal Functions      Conference Workshops & Sessions

*Meeting rooms are subject to change.

KEY:
FACA – Florida Association of County Attorneys 
FACERS – Florida Association of County Engineers & Road Superintendents
FACM – Florida Association of County Managers

*Meeting rooms are subject to change.
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LUNCHEON

2016 Election Wrap-up 
12:15 p.m. - 1:30 p.m. (Great Hall Center) 

All attendees are encouraged to join us for the luncheon as a 
time to network and for an analysis of the 2016 election. Our 
guest speaker is Florida elections expert Tre’ Evers. Tre’ is a 
Lobbyist, Political Consultant and Communications Specialist for 
Consensus Communications.  Consensus Communications is one 
of Florida’s most successful statewide political consulting firms, 
running over 12 statewide campaigns for ballot initiatives, US 
Senate, and for state Cabinet. In addition to several successful 
State House, State Senate, City and County Commission, School 
Board and local referenda campaigns. Tre’s clients include 
Orlando Mayor Glenda E. Hood to U.S. Senate candidate Bill 
McCollum and many other races in between. He is one of 
the few Florida consultants with experience and knowledge 
in winning multiple federal races in Florida and has closely 
monitored the activity of the 2016 election.

MEETINGS & EVENTS
WEDNESDAY, NOVEMBER 30

Rural Caucus
9:00 a.m. – 9:45 a.m. (Great Hall North)

Florida’s rural counties face unique challenges and must do so with 
fewer resources. The Rural Caucus is a forum where smaller counties 
can identify priorities, strategize and share solutions on the issues of 
rural significance. Amendment 1/PILT, economic development, court 
funding, inmate medical costs, flood control and volunteer firefighters 
are among the topics slated for discussion. 

Urban Caucus
10:00 a.m. – 10:45 a.m. (Great Hall North)

Urban county officials face a multitude of challenges, including growth 
management, affordable housing, homelessness, infrastructure funding 
and transportation. This forum provides an opportunity for counties with 
populations of 750,000 or more, as well as those with a budget of $1 
billion or higher, to exchange ideas on issues of mutual interest. 

Federal Committee
11:00 a.m. – 12:00 p.m. (Great Hall North)

The Federal Committee develops a focused advocacy agenda and 
informational services on federal issues affecting counties, including 
legislative, judicial and executive actions. Some of the primary issues 
to be discussed at this meeting include Sober Homes, Zika and Opioid 
funding, FEMA deobligations, NFIP reauthorization, and the Water 
Resources Development Act.  Federal issues ultimately impact every 
county and this is an opportunity to learn how your county can help 
shape FAC’s federal advocacy strategy.  

Tre’ Evers
Lobbyist, Political Consultant 
and Communications Specialist 
for Consensus Communications
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Welcome Reception 
5:30 p.m. – 6:30 p.m. (Event Lawn)

On behalf of our host, Orange County, all 
attendees are invited to attend.  Come enjoy 
food and drinks as well as relax and mingle 
with other conference attendees.  

WEDNESDAY, NOVEMBER 30 Continued

Growth Management, Agriculture & Environment
2:00 p.m. – 3:30 p.m. (Great Hall North)

The Growth Management, Agriculture & Environment Committee 
develops policy relating to land use planning, environmental resources, 
property rights, community development, transportation, affordable 
housing, agriculture, and energy. This year’s meeting will include 
discussion of legislation such as Amendment 1 funding, beaches and 
shores, Zika virus, Regional Planning Councils, cell towers and local 
option fuel tax (indexing).

Finance, Tax & Administration
3:45 p.m. – 5:15 p.m. (Great Hall North)

The Finance, Tax & Administration Committee explores a wide array 
of areas affecting county funding, including fiscal management, home 
rule, county structure and management, economic development, tax 
structure and appropriations. Significant state tax cuts are expected to 
be onsidered again during the 2017 Legislative Session. In addition to 
these issues, the committee will focus on economic development, tax 
reform, PILT and local option tax referenda.

PICK UP 
YOUR FREE 
COPY TODAY!

COUNTY
SOLUTIONS

Magazine Spotlighting Innovative 
Solutions by Florida’s Counties

Or request a copy at www.countysolutions.org
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Public Safety Committee
1:30 p.m. – 3:00 p.m. (Great Hall North)

The Public Safety Committee concentrates on general public safety, 
the judicial system, criminal justice issues, impacts to county jails and 
emergency management.  Policy discussions in preparation for the 2017 
Legislative Session will include human trafficking, clerk of court funding, 
medical marijuana and mental health and substance abuse.  Special 
guest, Geoffrey Rogers, U.S. Institute Against Human Trafficking, will join 
the committee to discuss human trafficking and what his organization 
does to fight against it.

President's Reception
6:00 p.m. – 7:15 p.m. (20Seven)

On behalf of FAC President, and Marion County Commissioner, 
Kathy Bryant, all attendees are invited to attend. Come enjoy food 
and drinks as well as relax and mingle with other conference 
attendees.

THURSDAY, DECEMBER 1

Health & Human Services Committee
9:45 a.m. – 11:45 a.m. (Great Hall North)

The Health & Human Services Committee focuses on issues related to social services, health care, behavioral health, elder care, child welfare, 
emergency medical services and workforce development. Issues of importance for the upcoming 2017 Session include behavioral health and EMS 
billing and COPCNs.  Join us for a presentation by Rick Griffiths, Healthy Hendry Health Coaching Program, a program that’s designed to engage 
patients through Healthy Coaching.

New Commissioner Orientation 
12:30 a.m. – 5:30 p.m. (Great Hall West)

Newly elected county commissioners are invited to a luncheon followed by an orientation program designed for new FAC 
members. Basic information about the powers, duties and responsibilities of office will be presented, along with words 
of advice from veteran commissioners. Speakers will offer tips for those first days in office including legal and ethical 
issues, building relationships, dealing with conflict, etc. Commissioners will also hear about the County Commissioners 
Certification (CCC) program, which offers excellent continuing education opportunities. 

New commissioners should not miss this session – you can begin your CCC training by 
earning 1.5 hours of continuing education credit!

Commissioners will 
earn 1.5 hours of 
continuing education 
credit.)

+

All FACTOR Programs  
are sponsored by
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CLOSING SESSION BREAKFAST 
Action on 2017 FAC Legislative Program 
Guest Speaker: Marilyn Stephens, US Census
8:30 a.m. – 10:00 a.m.

Attend the Closing Session Breakfast to ensure that your voice is heard!  The membership will consider and approve FAC’s final policy 
statements; these statements guide FAC’s efforts during the 2017 Session. 

In addition, we will hear from Marilyn Stephens, Data Dissemination Specialist and Media Lead at the U.S. Census Bureau. Marilyn will 
discuss how Florida’s counties have changed since 2010 and ways that you can ensure your county is prepared for the 2020 Census. 

Finally, you will find out if your picture made the cut and if your county was selected as a 2017 “Calendar County.” For the 2017 Flora and 
Fauna themed calendar, we received a record number of photos submitted, nearly 900, which made the selection process very difficult.. 
The winning photos and the 2017 FAC Calendar will be reveled and distributed during this program.

FRIDAY, DECEMBER 2

January 2017
S M T W T F S
1 2 3 4 5 6 7
8 9 10 11 12 13 14
15 16 17 18 19 20 21
22 23 24 25 26 27 28
29 30 31

February 2017
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Calendar of Events 2017
Date(s) Event County
February 1-2 New Commissioner Workshop Alachua

February 2-3 Advanced County Commissioner Program Part 2 of 3 Alachua

February 25-Mar 1 NACo Legislative Conference Washington, DC

April 4 Workshop – Ethics, Public Records & Sunshine Laws Leon

April 5 FAC Legislative Day Leon

April 6 CCC Workshop – Growth Management & Land Use Decisions Leon

April 27-28 Advanced County Commissioner Program part 3 of 3 Alachua

June 27 – 30 FAC Annual Conference & Educational Exposition Palm Beach

July 21-24 NACo Annual Conference and Exposition Franklin County, OH

September 26-29 FAC Policy Conference Osceola

November 14 Workshop: Ethics, Public Records & Sunshine Laws Sarasota

November 15-17 FAC Legislative Conference Sarasota

November 15 CCC County Structure and Authority Workshop Sarasota

November 16 CCC County Roles and Responsibilities Workshop Sarasota

Front Cover December 2016 January 2017

February 2017 March 2017 April 2017

May 2017 June 2017 July 2017

August 2017 September 2017 October 2017

November 2017 December 2017 Back Cover

Jan 1 Last day of Chanukah
Jan 1 New Year's Day
Jan 16 Martin Luther King Day
Jan 20 Inauguration Day
Jan 28 Chinese New Year
Feb 1 National Freedom Day
Feb 2 Groundhog Day
Feb 3 National Wear Red Day
Fe  12 Lincoln’s Birthday
Feb 14 Valentine's Day
Feb 20 Presidents' Day
Feb 28 Shrove Tuesday/Mardi Gras
Mar 1 Ash Wednesday
Mar 2 Read Across America Day
Mar 3 Employee Appreciation Day
Mar 12 Daylight Savings Time Begins
Mar 17 St. Patrick's Day
Apr 9 Palm Sunday
Apr 10 Passover Begins
Apr 13 Thomas Jefferson's Birthday
Apr 14 Good Friday
Apr 16 Easter Sunday

Apr 17 Patriot’s Day
Apr 18 Last Day of Passover
Apr 18 Tax Day
Apr 26 Administrative  

Professionals Day
Apr 27 Take our Daughters and Sons to 

Work Day
May 5 Cinco de Mayo
May 14 Mother's Day
May 15 Peace Officers Day
May 20 Armed Forces Day
May 29 Memorial Day
Jun 6 D-Day
Jun 14 Army Birthday
Jun 14 Flag Day
Jun 18 Father's Day
Jul 4 Independence Day
Jul 23 Parents' Day
Aug 4 Coast Guard Birthday
Aug 7 Purple Heart Day
Aug 21 Senior Citizens Day
Aug 26 Women's Equality Day

Sep 4 Labor Day
Sep 10 National Grandparents Day
Sept 11 Patriot Day
Sep 18 Air Force Birthday
Sept 20-22 Rosh Hashsanah
Sept 22 First Day of Autumn
Sept 29-30 Yom Kippur
Oct 9 Columbus Day 
Oct 13 Navy Birthday
Oct 16 Boss's Day
Oct 31 Halloween
Nov 1 All Saints' Day
Nov 10 Marine Corps Birthday
Nov 11 Veterans Day
Nov 23 Thanksgiving Day
Dec 7 Pearl Harbor Remembrance Day
Dec 12 - 20 Chanukah
Dec 13 National Guard Birthday
Dec 24 Christmas Eve
Dec 25 Christmas Day
Dec 26 Kwanzaa (until Jan 1)
Dec 31 New Year's Eve

FAC NACo

FAC Calendar 2017.indd   3 10/31/16   1:45 PM
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The Corporate Partners Program enables FAC to connect Florida’s counties with experienced industry leaders that understand the needs of 
local government. As FAC Corporate Partners, these organizations demonstrate an exceptional year-round commitment to helping counties 
effectively serve their communities. We encourage you to learn more about the services offered by our trusted partners. 

For more information, contact Latoya Washington at (850) 922-4300 or  lwashington@fl-counties.com. 

Established in 1989, the Florida Association of 
Counties Trust (FACT) is a not-for-profit public entity 
risk pool created to protect Florida counties. Formed 
by, and owned by Florida counties, FACT is governed 
by a Board of Trustees made up of representatives 
from member counties. FACT strives to deliver broad 
liability coverages specifically designed to protect 

counties; competitive, stable pricing that is reasonable and predictable; 
risk management programs that are an extension of your staff; and 
aggressive claims management and defense of questionable claims.

FBMC Benefits Management, Inc. (FBMC), 
an industry leader for more than 38 years, 
provides comprehensive employee benefits 
management. FBMC provides employers 

with customized solutions, including brokerage of voluntary/core 
products, benefits education and communications, enrollment 
management, and administrative and compliance services. It partners 
with only “best in industry” insurance providers with A- and above 
ratings. FBMC is headquartered in Tallahassee, Florida, with on-site 
client field offices throughout the United States. 

Florida Power & Light Company (FPL) is the 
largest electric utility in Florida, and one of the 
largest rate-regulated utilities in the United 
States. FPL serves approximately 4.5 million 
customer accounts in Florida and is a leading 
employer in the state with more than 10,000 

employees. The company consistently outperforms national averages for 
service reliability while customer bills are below the national average. A 
clean energy leader, FPL has one of the lowest emissions profiles and 
one of the leading energy efficiency programs among utilities 
nationwide. FPL is a subsidiary of Juno Beach, Fla.-based NextEra 
Energy, Inc.

Healthstat is committed to 
working with counties to reduce 
their healthcare spending, 

increase productivity, and improve the well-being of their employees. 
Healthstat’s integrated workplace health centers and wellness programs 
have helped clients big and small achieve their goals with proven 
results. Since 2001, we’ve helped reduce healthcare costs and improve 
employee well-being with onsite, nearsite, and shared clinic solutions. In 
addition to a guaranteed ROI, our clients enjoy increased productivity, 
decreased absenteeism, fewer claims, and a benefit their employees 
love. With more than 300 clinics across 32 states, we continue to lead 
the way in onsite health. Whether you have 100 employees or 40,000, 
there’s a Healthstat solution to fit your needs. 

Jones Edmunds supports counties 
with creative and innovative 
solutions to enhance the quality of 
life within Florida’s communities. 

Jones Edmunds provides all engineering services from planning through 
construction in the following practice areas: water resources, water/
waste water, solid waste, geographic information systems, electrical 
utilities, civil/site/storm water, transportation and environmental 
sciences. Composed of talented engineers, scientists, geologists and 
support staff, the Florida-based firm remains committed to its core 
values: integrity, knowledge and service. 

Nabors, Giblin and Nickerson (NG&N) is a law firm 
which limits its practice to representing local 
governments. The practice of NG&N is divided into 
the following practice areas: Public Finance, Local 

Governmental Law, Litigation and Appellate Law, Public Utilities Law, 
Legislative Consulting, Employment Law, Land Use and Real Estate Law, 
and Special Project Financing. NG&N is a leading bond counsel firm in 
Florida for the financing of local government infrastructure. NG&N is a 
leader in advancing the development of home rule revenue options and 

PLATINUM CORPORATE PARTNERS
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home rule implementation of intergovernmental cooperative programs, 
and public/private partnerships. NG&N is the County Attorney to Wakulla 
County, Florida overseeing the resolution of a wide range of legal issues 
the county faces on a daily basis. NG&N maintains offices in 
Tallahassee, Tampa, and Ft. Lauderdale. For more information call Tom 
Giblin, Firm President, at (813) 281-2222.

Founded in 1973, Nationwide is a wholly 
owned subsidiary of Nationwide Financial 
Services and is associated with 

Nationwide Mutual Insurance Company, a Fortune 500 company 
headquartered in Columbus, Ohio. Nationwide is a market leader in 
supplemental retirement defined contribution plans for public safety and 
governmental employees. Nationwide provides plan administration, 
comprehensive investments, and communication/education services to 

over 7,800 government sector defined contribution retirement plans with 
1.60 million participants and $50 billion in public sector assets under 
management*.  Nationwide’s programs include 457(b), 401(a), and Post 
Employment Health Plan (PEHP). For more information contact our 
Regional Office in Boca Raton Florida. The toll free number is (800) 
432-0822.

PerksConnect is an exciting, new mobile 
platform that allows its members to access 
everyday deals from merchants in their 

neighborhood and across the country! With no up-front costs to join and 
no pre-paid saving certificates to buy, you’ll enjoy saving every time you 
visit PerksConnect participating merchants.

At Boston Mutual Life Insurance, we have a 
simple philosophy: treat every client and 
every business partner with the same 
devotion and respect we’d show to our own 

families. No matter what. We think our philosophy makes a big 
difference -- a difference that’s kept us strong for over 120 years. 
Boston Mutual is dedicated to offering innovative benefits specially 
designed to meet our clients’ cost objectives and their employees’ 
needs. 

Clarke specializes in Mosquito 
Control and Aquatic Services. For 
over 60 years, we’ve been dedicated 

to making communities more livable, safe and comfortable by striving to 
develop and deliver the most eco-responsible, advanced products and 
services possible. 

Established in 1999, Southern Strategy 
Group was built on the simple, yet powerful, 
concept that clients could be best served by 
hiring the most accomplished professionals 

from government and politics, arming them with advocacy skills, and 

deploying them as a highly motivated and coordinated team. Every day, 
we tap our vast network of political contacts to gather valuable and 
useful information about important developments in the public policy 
realm. We continually enhance existing relationships and build new ones 
with the ever-changing body of important state leaders and workers who 
create and implement public policy. Our size and experience–and the 
fact that we are a team–achieves results for our clients. 

Waste Management’s Florida Area provides 
collection, recycling, transfer and disposal service 
to municipal, commercial, industrial and 

residential customers throughout the State of Florida (excluding the 
Panhandle) and a portion of south Georgia. Our 3,500 employees 
operate 18 hauling facilities, 15 landfills, 21 transfer stations, four 
Material Recovery Facilities, two C & D recycling centers, and two 
organics recycling facilities. As the nation’s leading waste services 
provider and largest residential recycler, we are proud to provide our 
customers with safe, professional service every day. We are also 
committed to enhancing the communities where we work and live, as 
well as acting as stewards for the environment. 

GOLD PARTNERS
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Advanced Disposal brings fresh ideas and solutions to 
the business of a clean environment.  As the fifth 
largest solid waste company in the United States, we 
provide integrated, non-hazardous solid waste 
collection, recycling and disposal services to 

residential, commercial, industrial and construction customers across 17 
states and the Bahamas. Our team is dedicated to finding effective, 
sustainable solutions to preserve the environment for future generations.

With a long and distinguished history serving the needs 
of public and private sector clients, Bryant Miller Olive 
offers a firm of attorneys with closely related specialty 
practices, including public finance, state and local 

government, and structured and project finance. While the firm’s 
practice has expanded well beyond the area of public finance and 
beyond the State of Florida, for the past 10 years the Securities Data 
Company has consistently ranked Bryant Miller Olive as the number one 
bond counsel practice in Florida based upon the number of bond issues 
completed statewide each year. 

Duke Energy and Progress Energy have 
merged to create the new Duke Energy, the 
nation’s largest electric power holding 

company. Duke Energy Florida is interconnected with 22 municipal and 
nine rural electric cooperative systems serving approximately 1.7 million 
residential, commercial and industrial customers across 20,000 square 
miles. Duke Energy makes life better for millions of people every day by 
providing electric and gas services in a sustainable way – affordable, 
reliable and clean.

 
 

Renovate America is leading the way in making homes and communities 
more energy- and water-efficient. We partner with counties and cities to 
provide innovative new financing solutions that help save energy, lower 
utility bills, reduce emissions, create new jobs and increase property 
values. Renovate America created the HERO Program, which has 
become the fastest growing energy efficiency financing solution in the 
country. With over $1 billion in funded projects in the Program’s first 4 
years, HERO is setting records nationwide.

JetPay is a payment services provider with 
solutions for credit card processing, payroll 

processing and prepaid cards, all designed to meet our customers’ 
specific business needs. JetPay’s operating entities and their leadership 
have provided innovative payments technology to American businesses 
for over 40 years and they continue to do so on a daily basis.

Library Systems & Services (LSS) helps local 
governments serve the public by providing 
exceptional library services tailored to each 
community’s needs and budget.  We bring 

enhanced innovative training and education to improve librarians’ skills; 
improved customer service; increased hours of operation; more money 
for books and materials; lower pension costs; and award-winning 
programs! We’ve been providing library services for 34 years and 
currently operate 82 libraries nationwide.

The Ferguson Group (TFG), one of the leading 
Congressional advocacy consulting firms in 
Washington, D.C., provides federal representation 
for FAC on issues of importance to Florida 

counties. Formed in 1982, TFG is a bipartisan, federal government 
relations consulting firm specializing in securing federal funding, 
authorizations, policy, and regulatory changes for public sector, private 
sector and not-for-profit clients. TFG provides expertise in the areas of 
Transportation, Community and Economic Development, Water Resources, 
Land Use, Environmental Issues, Defense Conversion, Health and Human 
Services, Criminal Justice, Education and Housing.  TFG has maintained a 
Florida office for over 12 years managed by Val Gelnovatch, who is also the 
firm’s Local Government Practice Group leader.   

At Waste Connections, environmental 
accountability is at the core of 
everything we do. A cleaner 
community is our business. A greener 

environment is our goal. We strive to be the premier provider of 
responsible and accountable environmental solutions in Florida counties 
where we provide collection, transfer, recycling and disposal services. 
We are proud of our track record in serving our communities, devoted to 
maintaining the highest standards of care for our environment 
throughout our operations, and confident that we are moving in the right 
direction in our quest.

SILVER CORPORATE PARTNERS
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Gehring Group is the premiere provider for employee benefit, health care reform, risk management, and technology solutions 
-- currently providing services to more than 80 public sector entities. Gehring Group’s philosophy is to provide a full range of 
superior brokerage and consulting services to each of our clients. Providing expert employee benefits consulting services for 

more than 20 years, Gehring Group has grown to become one of the most respected insurance and risk management consulting agencies serving in a 
wide variety of industry sectors and is known for the value-added services that we provide to our clients.

BRONZE CORPORATE PARTNER

For more information on becoming a Corporate Partner, contact Latoya Washington at 850-922-4300 or lwashington@fl-counties.com. 

TO DOWNLOAD  
THE APP:

Apple “iTunes” Store: 
Search FAC

Android “Google Play” 
Store:  
Search Florida 
Association of Counties

Click install and you 
will be on your way!

ALL CONFERENCE INFORMATION 
AVAILABLE HERE! 

The FAC App 
does that...

mailto:lwashington@fl-counties.com


22

Legislative 
Conference 

2016-17ENTERPRISE PROGRAMS

eConnectDirect® - An essential solution for members to manage their 
fixed-income investment needs. This proprietary tool, developed by Multi-
Bank Securities, Inc. (MBS), gives county treasurers visibility to thousands 
of fixed-income offerings in a market with little transparency.

Florida Local Government Finance Program (FLGFP) - Flexible, low-cost, 
short-term financing solution for Florida municipalities administered by FAC.

Florida Trust – FAC and the Florida Court Clerks & Comptrollers Association 
have partnered to bring investment solutions to local governments 
through a short-term bond fund, and the Day to Day money market fund 
that features same-day transactions and convenient online account 
management.

Government Debt Recovery Program by NCSPlus – Low-cost, fixed-fee debt 
recovery program with a 400% ROI on qualified accounts.

National Association of Counties (NACo) Prescription Discount Card 
Program - This FREE card provides discounts on prescription drugs for 
county residents who are uninsured, under-insured, seniors and pet owners.

U.S. Communities Government Purchasing Alliance (GPA) - Provides all 
local agencies in the United States with publicly, competitively bid contracts 
for various products and services.

Vehicle Acquisition Program - FAC and the Florida Sheriffs Association have 
partnered to offer local governments access to a statewide bidding program 
for law enforcement vehicles, trucks, ambulances administrative fleets, and 
many others.

Employee Life Option (ELO) - The ELO is a voluntary employee benefit 
program that costs the county nothing, and gives employees great peace 
of mind. It combines the guaranteed premiums, coverage and values that 
have always been so attractive in whole life insurance with the advantages 
of cash accumulation at current interest rates. It’s affordable, flexible 
protection.

Healthstat – FAC and Healthstat have partnered to give Florida’s counties 
access to the nation’s most innovative provider of employer-sponsored 
onsite, near-site and shared health clinics. Healthstat offers primary care, 
prevention, disease management and occupational health services that 
improve employee health and productivity and reduce the overall cost of 
healthcare.

National Association of Counties (NACo) Deferred Compensation Plan by 
Nationwide Retirement Solutions - Largest supplemental retirement income 
program available to county employees nationwide and serving 64 Florida 
Counties.

Employee Life (ELO) - The ELO is a voluntary employee benefit program 
that costs the county nothing, and gives employees great peace of mind. It 
combines the guaranteed premiums, coverage and values that have always 
been so attractive in whole life insurance with the advantages of cash 
accumulation at current interest rates. It’s affordable, flexible protection.

Florida Association of Counties Trust (FACT) - Pooled Risk-Sharing General 
Liability Insurance Program developed by and for Florida counties.

Florida Municipal Insurance Trust (FMIT) - Coverages geared for public entity 
insurance needs including Workers’ Compensation and Property.

For more information on the programs listed above, contact Latoya Washington at 850-922-4300 or lwashington@fl-counties.com. 

mailto:lwashington@fl-counties.com
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FAC 2017 Annual Conference & 
Educational Exposition
June 27-30, 2017 
Palm Beach County Convention Center
(Palm Beach County) 

SAVE THE DATE!
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